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you can analyse me to death, but it is just that i grew up as a tomboy 
and i prefer my hair short and i love nudie suits. yeah sure, the 
boys can be attracted to me, the girls can be attracted to me, your 
mother . . . your uncle, sure. it doesn’t really matter to me.

Country-western singer k.d. lang2

In September 2011, Lady Gaga appeared at the 28th Annual MTV Music 
Video Awards dressed in drag as the cursing, chain-smoking, and lovesick 
Jo Calderone. Wearing black Brook Brother’s pants, white tee-shirt and hair 
styled in a slicked-back “duck’s arse.” Jo Calderone embodied a look that was 
popular amongst working-class white American lesbian butches in the 1950s. 
Modeled on the actors James Dean and Marlon Brando as well as musicians 
of the emerging rock and roll scene, such as Elvis Presley and Buddy Holly, 

Bborn this way:1 lesbian style since the eighties

Look from Justine Taylor’s 
Opus 9 Collection: ‘tween 

season deconstructed wool 
suit with jersey limbs, military 

detail pant, urban tribal jacket 
hem, and futuristic ankle boot. 
Photographer: Michele Aboud. 
Stylist: Bex Sheers. Make up: 
Justine Purdue. Hair Stylist: 

Diane Dusting. Model:  
Ismini Papavlasopoulou.
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